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Military history made at Brigadier General Charles
Young Historical Corridor signage unveiling Oct. 25

By Charles Blatcher I11
Chairman
National Coalition of Blck
Veteran Organizations

On October 25, 2024, the Brig-
adier General Charles Young
Memorial Historical Corridor
signage was unveiled in Ripley,
Ohio. The unveiling marked the
completion of the 170-mile cor-
ridor route running from Nich-
olasville, Kentucky to
Wilberforce, Ohio. The City of
Ripley is where Charles Young
lived his formative years before
attending the Military Academy
at West Point in 1884. The city
picks up the corridor from the
Kentucky side of the border. The
unveiling ceremony was attended
by elected officials and residents
from both States. The John P.
Parker Historical Society served
as the host for the event. The so-
ciety’s welcome was delivered
by its President Carol Stivers, a
longtime advocate for the preser-
vation of History in the area.

In a speech delivered to the gath-
ering the Coalition called on
President Joseph Biden to use the
Presidential Antiquities Act to
annex the General’s birth cabin
into the National Park Service
before leaving office in January

2025. The cabin is an especially
key component to the future
planning of activities on the cor-
ridor. The cabin sits at the mid-
point in the 170-mile corridor. It
is the last location leaving the
Kentucky side of the corridor or
the first entrance from Ohio side.
It took fourth-four years to get
the Colonel promoted. It took
President Biden responding to
the appeal from Governor Andy
Beshear on our behalf to get the
promotion done. We appreciate
what he did in federalizing the
state promotion. The apprecia-
tion will not be diminished in the
least if the appeal is denied. His
contribution is written in ink, not
pencil. However, we would like
to have a sense of assurance as a
Coalition that the cabin is pro-
tected as a historical treasure.
Brigadier General Charles Young
was a worldly person who re-
sided in various places; however,
he was only born in one log cabin
located in Mays Lick, Kentucky.
The President could provide the
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A historic photo for a historic day, left to right standing: Kentucky State Senator Gerald Neal Kentucky State Repre-
sentative George Brown, Jr. right Side standing: Ohio State Representative Terrence Upchurch, former Kentucky State
Representative Mike Denham. Seated left to right: Carol Stivers, President of the John P. Parker Historical Society,
Charles Blatcher, II1, chair of the NCOBY, former Judge/Executive James L. Gallenstein and Ronald C. Todd, II, rep-
resenting Governor Mike DeWine. (Photo/Courtesy: National Coalition of Black Veterans Organizations)

assurance of its preservation to
the benefit of scholars, the
county, state, and region in plan-
ning activities on or around the
property. All involved would like
to see the property annexed as an
appendage to one of the National
Monuments in the area. The
presidential action we are seek-
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The Coalition announced that
preliminary work has begun to
organize what we would like to
see become an annual Brigadier
General Charles Young Corridor
Blues Festival alternating be-
tween the two States. Among
Charles Young’s talents, he had a
passion for music. He was a mu-
sician/composer who played the
piano and absolutely loved
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music. It is said that Young pos-
sessed the only piano in the na-
tion of Liberia at the time of his
service in country in 1912. The
idea behind the festival is a trib-
ute to his interest and love of
music. The Blues is an expres-
sion of love, pain and hardship
that found its way from the
South with the migration of

Black Americans from the cotton
belt. There are distinctive styles
of the Blues, and we plan to in-
clude a mixture of the styles for
the venues; there is West Coast
Blues, Chicago and Detroit
Blues, New York Blues, Delta,
Texas, Atlanta and let us not for-
get New Orleans and Memphis
Blues. The West Coast Blues So-

Veterans Day is Monday, November 11th. It is a day to salute our brave
men and women who know the meaning of true patriotism.
We thank you!
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ciety and the Atlanta Blues Soci-
ety are engaged with us in the
planning. Presenting the Blues
from the banks of the river that
once separated bondage from
freedom would be a powerful lo-
cation for the presentation. The
river was as wide as the ocean
during that period in American
History. The annual event pro-
ceeds would be used to support
and promote activities on the cor-
ridor. Members of both Ohio and
Kentucky signed on to assist in
the planning. Venues have been
discussed and offered, however
that is still an open question
along with a date, however, stay
tuned.

We also announced the begin-
ning of the Branding Campaign
for the Corridor. A media blast
sponsored by the Kentucky Tour-
ism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet
was released to an audience of a
million select people in the na-
tional community. The purpose
of the blast is to introduce the
corridor to a boarder segment of
the public. We will use the data
collected to evaluate the sub-
stance and delivery of promo-
tional outreach. Connected to the
invitation are access buttons to
view the Regional Black History
Tour Guide and another to sign
our electronic petition calling for
a statue of the General on the
grounds of the National African
American Museum in Washing-
ton, DC.

The events of the day were a suc-
cess, from the weather to the
level of public receptivity. We
extend our appreciation to Gov-
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Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to:

MSTnews@prodigy.net
MST sports@prodigy.net
MSTentertainment
@prodigy.net
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net
BlackInfoHwy@
prodigy.net

Welcome, Travelers!

Travel on the
Black History Lane
on
The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.Black
Information
Highway.com

See the
25th Annual
Black History 2020
Special Edition
and the 28th Black
History 2023 and Black
History 2024 Special

Editions.

Welcome, Travelers!
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The Mid-South Tribune’s
29th Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black Information

Highway.com

on the Black History Lane

Tap to go to

Link to documentary on
Black soldiers in WWII

See link above of ComTel
Production on WWII Black
Soldiers on YouTube

Watch for
The Mid-South Tribune’s
30th Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition in
February 2025.
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https://youtu.be/lpB50XquSNA?si=qopK5wwmf9XNr-3y
https://youtu.be/lpB50XquSNA?si=qopK5wwmf9XNr-3y
https://youtu.be/lpB50XquSNA?si=qopK5wwmf9XNr-3y

